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Frasci G, Lorusso V, Panza N, et al. Gemcitabine plus vinorelbine versus vinorelbine alone in elderly patients with advanced non-small cell lung cancer. J Clin Oncol. 2000; 18:2529 -2536 This randomized multicenter study demonstrates the effectiveness of a non-platinum-based regimen in older patients. The welltolerated regimen is a promising treatment for these patients. The study also includes an evaluation of comorbidity. Not all opiates are equivalent. Side effects, notably constipation, which can create significant problems in the elderly, need to be taken into account when assessing treatment options.
